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Presentation Script 

Slide: ‘Kubrick found corruption, particularly in males’ (Item 10). 

Presenter: I began my studies with a particular interest in Stanley Kubrick and the themes 

and ideologies that were behind his work. An evidently prominent theme 

which was found throughout his catalogue of films was his obsession with a 

‘male universe’ and a male dominant world (Item 6). 

Slide:  Slide shows the three films I identified as prime examples: A Clockwork 

Orange (Item 1), Full Metal Jacket (Item 3) and The Shining (Item 2).  

Presenter: I explored these thoroughly by looking at many different texts and articles on 

the relevant topic areas. 

Slide:  ‘Joy finds expression only in destruction, action only possible in violence’ 

(Item 8) – Nihilism. 

Presenter:  A theme which was present in all three films was the nihilistic attitudes the 

characters had towards the world, either naturally or manufactured through 

their experiences.  I discovered the male dominant world Kubrick believed in 

was at the forefront of his creation of the character, Alex DeLarge (ACO), 

(Item 6). The world is all about the progression of Man learning from past 

decisions and experiences. This male domination also relates itself to the 

criticism of the bourgeois lifestyle many American families endure due to the 

ideologies that Man should serve his family and Jack Torrance is a 

representation of this idea (Item 6). 

In The Shining, the breakdown of the male protagonist, Jack Torrance is 

reflective of the nihilistic manner seen in Kubrick’s main characters and lends 

itself to the mental dysfunction they face throughout the films. Private Pyle in 

Full Metal Jacket is clearly suffering from a state of mental complexities 

where he cannot receive attention. I found that the idea of Pvt. Pyle being 

dehumanized suitably to be a marine (Item 5) suggested the male dominant 

environment allowed no possibility of affection or the attention Pyle’s mental 

state craved. 

Slide: Hand-out picture of 3 stills from all focus films symbolising ‘mental   

dysfunction’. 

Presenter:  I have 3 stills from each film which capture the Kubrickian trademark, 

‘Kubrick Stare’ which captures a range of emotions, from blankness to 

eagerness (Item 4). This unexplainable emotion shows the mental dysfunction 

all protagonists have gone through on the nihilistic journey which has led to 

the destruction of their existence (Item 11). 
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Kubrick was very particular in the direction of his films and every aspect was 

thoroughly ridiculed until it was seen as perfect, the cinematic techniques 

where studied to the finest detail and capturing that moment of mental 

disintegration which he was profound for (Item 9). Jack’s homicidal rage is a 

stab at the consumerist lifestyle Kubrick so often attacked in his work (Item 6 

& 9), and suggestively what he is branching into in A Clockwork Orange 

(Item 1). I found during my research his ideology very much matched German 

philosopher, Friedrich Nietzsche’s, idea of the ‘primitive man’ (Item 5). 

Slide:  Picture of the evolution of man 

Presenter:  The idea that Alex DeLarge (ACO), is simulating a ‘natural man’ unexercised 

by the constraints of modern society and this is the result of a life with no 

intervention from the hand we know as guidance of right and wrong (Item 5). 

Alternatively, in Full Metal Jacket (Item 3), Pvt. Pyle is in a reversible state 

for him to become ‘suitably dehumanized’ to serve as a US Marine Corp. The 

inability to show affection or have a worried conscious is of foremost 

importance to become a ‘man without fear’ (Item 7) but ultimately leads to his 

break down and his suicide. From my focus group I also found that 71% of 

people would have been unable to withstand the constant onslaught the 

recruits face (Item 13) with the opening scene of Full Metal Jacket containing 

44 curse words in 6 minutes (Item 14). This cements the brutality the soldiers 

endured and how unrelenting the army was. 

Slide:  Picture of each protagonist’s final moments 

Presenter: Nelson’s view (Item 4) was that nihilism is what shapes each character’s 

actions and reactions, their disregard for authority and the establishment finds 

them as the architect of their own downfall yet failed by the system and 

Kubrick equally has a vital political message which is evident in all three 

films. These messages are not all the same but all are presented as a male 

protagonist facing problematic scenarios thrust on them by society (Item 4).  

Slide:  ‘Man trapped in a maze of his own creation’ (Item 11) – Mental Hardships 

Presenter:  Mental degradation is a running theme throughout my three focus films, it is 

clear that the repression of society and their own thoughts and feelings is what 

leads to the severe circumstances they all face. Alex DeLarge, Pvt. Pyle and 

Jack Torrance all face a series of tests and tribulations which count for their 

loss of mind. The strenuous lifestyle they live are all brought about by the role 

they fill they need to undertake (Item 12). This alpha-male figure they all 

crave to become is what leads to their downfall, the inability to fulfil the 

expectations that surrounds them as men is what is publicised so much in their 

conformity driven societies.  
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Slide:  ‘Private Pyle, Sir!’ 

Kubrick believed that civilisation was based on aggression (Item 9) and in Full 

Metal Jacket this is evident, the severity of the Sergeants attempts to make 

Pvt. Pyle the perfect Marine is what pushes Pyle’s mentality to the boundaries 

of its capabilities and inevitably pushes him over the edge.  

Slide:  Video of the final moments of Pyle’s life, his suicide. 

Presenter:  As you can see from the video it is clear Pvt. Pyle is in no state to be deemed 

mentally sane, his feelings are incoherent and the emotional strain he was 

going through became too much to a point where he himself exclaims, ‘I am in 

a world full of shit.’ (Item 3). Was it the domination of male company that led 

Pvt. Pyle to his death? The attitudes during the training camp are based on 

your masculinity and there is no affection or love shown and the absence of 

this emotional response is what drives Pvt. Pyle to his death and what 

separated him from the “real” men (Item 5). 

Slide:  ‘There was me, that is Alex’. 

Arguably a similar outcome is seen in A Clockwork Orange, the ‘Aversion’ 

therapy Alex endures is an attempt to rid him of all his imperfections and the 

government are seen to be ironing out the problems with society. Alex was 

born as ‘a natural man in the state he is born, unlimited, unrepressed’ (Item 5), 

to be associated with the Nietzschean idea he is then repressed by the 

government and from there he is faced with difficulties of dealing with 

violence. Juxtaposing the idea of him detesting violence, something quite 

beautiful he loved ‘Ludwig Van Beethoven’ is another thing he simply cannot 

stand after the ‘Aversion therapy’. This dehumanizing course he has been 

enrolled in, similar to Pvt. Pyle, has completely reversed him into being a 

conforming member of society.  

Slide:  Picture of A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess. 

Presenter:  The film had been adapted from a novel called ‘A Clockwork Orange’ by 

Anthony Burgess. Alternatively the ending sees Alex wanting to have his own 

child. Taking on this male role of a father and wanting to leave a legacy 

suggests this male dominance again. Surprisingly Kubrick left this section of 

the story out, perhaps not wanting such a conclusive ending but also not 

wanting his underlying beliefs of a male orientated world to be so apparent 

and explicit as he enjoyed his works to include subtle messages (Item 4). My 

research showed me that Kubrick was not a fan of explicitness (Item 4) in his 

work thus I came to the conclusion that he left this alternate ending out for a 

reason. 

 



Kubrick’s Obsession with Gender Roles and Male Dominance 

 

Jack Miller Page 4 
 

Slide:  ‘All work no play makes Jack a dull boy’. 

Presenter:  Jack Torrance is a sadistic killer. The transformation he undertakes through his 

time at the Overlook Hotel is very much that of a possessed man. His 

psychotic acts is his rebellion against the social conforms he is being told to 

abide to, ‘Honey, I’m home’, (Item 2) is a line from an American sitcom 

which he is explicitly refers to as revolt against the typical American 

bourgeois lifestyle and the role as the father he should undertake (Item 4). The 

attack on the bourgeois lifestyle was a common fixture throughout my 

research and his opinions on consumerism were evident in his work (Item 1, 2, 

3). The ‘homicidal rage against his family’ is Kubrick’s attempt to show the 

effects of consumer mentality, as stated by Tony Pipolo (Item 9), it’s this 

degradation which shows the true horror of his own mental consciousness of a 

man that has been driven to insanity by the governments attempts to maintain 

a perfect America.  The manner of Jack’s violence and the battery of his wife 

support the perception that men have the ultimate control over the opposite sex 

and the inability to fend for his own family has sent Jack on an irreversible 

course to destroy them.  

Slide:  Video of Jack’s axing of the door to kill his wife. 

Presenter: From Item 12 it was seen that my all-male focus group agreed that it was so 

unpleasant because of Wendy and Danny’s vulnerability, taking on this male 

role of wanting to help. This is a key characteristic in males trying to be the 

Alpha-male and saving the victims, seen in nearly all Hollywood movies, this 

supported the idea that inevitably males will dominate. This is what Kubrick 

was ultimately trying to convey and it was universally felt by the group. 

Slide: ‘Kubrick reduces life to its primitive source, survival and sexuality’ (Item 8) 

- Conclusion 

Presenter: Ultimately all three films contain elements of a male orientated environment 

which Kubrick believed the world revolved around. He was obsessed with the 

gender roles undertaken by society (Item 10). His ideologies were clear when 

studied and the imperfections of the human race are what spurned his 

narratives, not only in the three films I chose but throughout his collection of 

works. ‘Kubrick found corruption, particularly in males’ (Item 10), this quote 

encapsulates the suggestion that he found the consumerist world false. The 

Freudian idea of a natural man who are subjected to male-egotistic violence 

(Item 9) shrouded all these three films and thoroughly influenced, not only his 

work, but his life. 
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